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the state and won the election.2 Donald Trump could have carried Arizona and Georgia in 2020 
(and won the election) if Libertarian Jo Jorgensen had not been on the ballot in those states.3 

For the voter preferences in the above table, which candidate truly represents the Will of 
the People? As we saw, with all three options, the Republican candidate is the plurality winner.  
However, given a choice between only the Democrat or the Republican, the Democrat is supported 
by a majority.  Moreover, the Independent could be considered more of a consensus pick since the 
Independent is not ranked last by any of the voters.  The answer is that there is no “right” or 
“obvious” answer to the question of which candidate should be chosen.  

Possessing a basic understanding of these types of results leads to 
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plurality, the state’s bad behavior would be farther reaching by directly inflating the popular vote 
without bound, giving the cheating state more influence over the outcome than honest states. 

Second, localization becomes more important when recounts are necessary. If there were a 
call for a recount under a national popular vote, we would have to undergo a costly, lengthy, 
nationwide recount because every vote counts towards the total. Under the Electoral College, 
recounts are not necessary in states with a wide margin of victory and while statewide recounts are 
expensive, they are far less expensive than a national recount. 

Finally, recent events point to a third benefit of the Electoral College. On December 19, 
2022, Colorado’s Supreme Court disqualified Trump from being on the state presidential ballot 
(an action later reversed by the U.S. Supreme Court). Such state influence would cause a drastic 
shift in a popular election as Trump would receive zero popular votes from Colorado (excepting 
potential write-in votes), a tremendous advantage for his opponent in the popular vote total.  

Looking at the results of the 2016 election, nationwide, Clinton got 2,868,686 more votes 
than Trump, a difference that is considerably less than the 4,504,975 votes that Clinton got in 
Florida and the 3,877,868 votes that Clinton got in Texas (two states that Trump won). If Trump 
operatives could have kept Clinton off the ballot in either of these states, the nationwide popular 
vote could have easily swung in his favor. As with ballot box “stuffing,” the apparent effects of 
removing a candidate in a single 
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